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WHEN DOES THIS BECOME NEWS? 

Medical Doctor, Illegally Practicing Without In-
surance, Kills Healthy Patient – After 10-month 
Investigation DA Reportedly Offers Sweetheart 
Deal Where Doctor Pleads to Criminally Negligent 
Homicide and Serves No Time! 

NEW YORK CITY, NY – The New York Post reported Friday that the District At-

torney’s office is close to reaching a deal with Doctor James S. Watt where he will 

plead guilty to criminally negligent homicide and serve no jail time for sending 38-

year-old Leah Grove into a coma with his bizarre breathing treatment on April 19, 2001 

–ultimately killing her 3-weeks later. 

This was in a five-column inch story on page 23.  No one – with the notable excep-

tion of Fox 5 and WPIX 11 – is covering this story. 

The DA’s 10-month investigation involved interviewing the only eye-witness, 

Leah’s friend and roommate, twice (once in the hospital and once again on July 7, in 

ADA Gail Heatherly’s office).  Since the second interview Kevin O’Brien (the room-

mate) tried getting updates for months without a callback.  Kevin Hotter, Heatherly’s 

assistant, told O’Brien in early September (before 9/11) that he shouldn’t feel slighted 

because Heatherly is known for not returning phone calls.  Heatherly finally returned a 

phone call that O’Brien made to her supervisor and she reported that there was basically 

no progress in the case.  In early November Heatherly returned another phone call and 

left a message saying she met with Watt’s attorney and basically nothing came of that 

meeting (message available at website www.geocities.com/whataboutleah). 

Now, without a trial, without empanelling a grand jury, without any fanfare, The 

Manhattan District Attorney’s office is entering into a deal where a 73-year-old semi-

retired physician pleads guilty and basically suffers absolutely no punishment for kill-

ing a healthy woman. 



 

 

“Should a 73-year-old doctor have to go to jail for killing someone who agrees to a 

quack treatment? I don’t know,” O’Brien said, “But I’d certainly like the story to at 

least be brought before a grand jury before the DA’s office decides on its own that he 

doesn’t.” 

O’Brien has heard nothing from the District Attorney’s office since November. In 

a call to Gail Heatherly last week O’Brien was told that she could not speak to him 

without his lawyer present. 

The lawyer who formerly represented O’Brien spoke to O’Brien last week to re-

port that he was contacted by the DA about the website O’Brien made on Christmas 

eve.  According to O’Brien the district attorney’s office told his former-attorney that the 

website interfered with their investigation and that O’Brien should take it down or pos-

sibly face obstruction charges. 

“They’re apparently going after me because I put up a website questioning why 

their investigation was taking so long,” O’Brien said. “Now it looks like I had some le-

gitimate questions – What about Leah?” 

Doctor Watt, administered his unorthodox treatments, consisting of the inhalation 

of Oxygen, Carbon Dioxide and Nitrous Oxide, at his 310 E. 46th Street office during 

semi-weekly sessions. Miss Grove had reacted violently to the therapy, which was sup-

posed to aid in bringing out repressed childhood memories. Miss Grove’s violent reac-

tion led her to enlist the assistance of O'Brien, to hold her down while Watt dispensed 

the therapy. 

“Doctor Watt always said that his therapy was completely safe.  I had my doubts – 

but I went along with it because it was important to Leah,” O’Brien said.  “I held Leah 

down while her doctor killed her, and as far as I can tell nothing is being done about it.” 

-End- 


